
Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, October 15, 2020 2:35 PM 
Tong, William 
Republic Services - Deep Injection Well 

 
 

I am a Newton County resident and am vehemently against allowing Republic Services to put in a deep injection well. 

A mere Google Search brings up multiple issues with these wells from Michigan to Florida. 

When will there be a public meeting? 
 

 



Tong, William 
 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information)  

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, October 16, 2020 8:29 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Landfill 

 
 

I am a life long Newton County Resident and I am against the two injection permits being granted. I have 
multiple children that are in my immediate family living in Newton County and would not want them to be 
affected by the reckless actions that are currently trying to be passed. 

 



Tong, William 
 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information)  

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, October 16, 2020 8:48 AM 
Tong, William 
landfill waste 

 
 

I am a resident of Newton County for the past 60 years and I can’t believe that the EPA would consider allowing the 
landfill to put this waste into our soils and possibly contaminate our waters. I have read so many articles where things 
have went wrong with these wells. Please do not allow them to ruin our counties drinking water . You have to allow the 
people of this county and surrounding counties to speak on this subject. 

 



Tong, William 
 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information)  

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, October 16, 2020 12:32 PM 
Tong, William 
2 underground injections for Newton County,Indiana 

 
 

My name is and live in newton county indiana and to be specific in Mount Ayr,IN next to the republic 
services landfill and it has came to my attention they obtained permits to have the leachage pumped into the earth's 
ground what a potential to harm my water source for future use. 

If you could plz send me info or anything to can refer me to for an education on what is there intentions and how 
the E.P.A is handling this for the protection of my future generations to survive in and around the area of that land fill 
without harm to them selves or the earth •e� 

 
Thank you for your time, 
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Tong, William

From: Mike Parrish <mparrish@newtoncounty.in.gov>
Sent: Friday, October 16, 2020 12:40 PM
To: Tong, William
Subject: Newton County Landfill 

Hello Mr. Tong my name is Michael Parrish I work for the Newton County Health Department as Environmental 
Specialist. I have been informed that the Newton County Landfill is trying to get a permit for leaching the ground with 
waste. We are very concerned with this and would like a meeting to be informed before any permits are given.  
 
Thanks Michael Parrish 
  
Phone # 219‐869‐3476 cell  
Office # 219‐285‐2052  ext 2203  
 
Get Outlook for iOS 



Tong, William 

From: 
Sent: Friday, October 16, 2020 1:33 PM 

 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information) 
 

To: 
Subject: 

Tong, William 
Newton County Landfill 

 
 

Good afternoon Sir, 
I am wr i ti ng in regards to the proposal by Republic Services to dir ect inject leachate from the Newton County Landfill. I 
feel that this action has the pot ential to cause prob lems for our County for decades to come and would like you and 
your colleaguesto strongly consider denying the request by Republic Services. 
I am a resident of the neighboring town of Kent land, however I have lived in Brook, IN in the past, and have fr iends and 
family that live in close prox imity to the landfill. My point here is that even though I do not live close to the site, I do not 
want future generations in my community stuck holding the bag when this goes wrong. 
I understand that this practice is used in other parts of the country , and there are pros and cons depending on who you 
talk to, but in the 4 years that I was employed as a state licensed landfill operator for Repub li c at the Newton County 
Landfill, I learned a lot about how the company operates, the negative effects of the leachate, and the problems that 
site has. 
Thank you. 

 
 

 

 





Tong, William 
 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information)  

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, October 16, 2020 4:27 PM 
Tong, William 
Republic waste company in Newton County Indiana 

 
 

Regarding Republic waste company and landfill leacheate in Newton County Indiana 
I agree with the geologist from Lawrence Berkeley. The water needs to be filtered cleaned and purified not stashed in 
some underground cavity that is most definitely going to see at some point and cause considerable health damage to 
someone and probably to food sources. 
‐‐ 

 



Tong, William 
 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information)  

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, October 15, 2020 10:02 PM 
Tong, William 
Leachate 

 
 
 
 

I do not want leachate(liquid waste) pumped into our county’s earth as a way of deposing it. This is not good for our 
environment. There has got to be another way to get rid of this. People don’t want to raise their families in a place that 
will be toxic. Please do not ruin our county 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, October 16, 2020 7:02 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Landfill Permit 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
 

 
To whom may concern, 

 
 

The permit to inject liquid toxins into the Newton County land is the most outrageous request and a any 
reasonable individual would not want this given well water is the only water source for the community! Vote no. 

 
 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 



Tong, William 
 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information)  

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Saturday, October 17, 2020 1:54 PM 
Tong, William 
Please protect our drinking water in Newton County Indiana 

 
 

Please do not let local greed and corruption possibly allow Republic to knowingly pollute our 
aquifer. There must be safer ways to dispose of these contaminates. Doesn't the EPA have 
regulations to protect the local population? 

 
Sincerely, 
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From: 

Tong, William 
 
 

Sent: 
To: 

Saturday, October 17, 2020 5:30 PM 
Tong, William 

 
 
 

Dear William Tong, 
 

I am emailing you about the permits applied for by Republ ic Services in Newton County Indiana. They are wanting to 
inject leachate liquid waste into the ground. Pleasedo not allow this for the residents that live around here. We have 
wells. We have chil dren and grandchildren that drink this water. I live about 4miles (or less)from this landfill. I'm 
already dealing with the smell. I  have to  shut my windows  here in the country because of methane  from this 
dump site. We do not need our  water  polluted too. Please I'm  asking  you to  think  and consider  those of  us in 
the surrounding area. If they inject this deep in  the  ground there  is  no  way  of  telling  if  it  will  get into the 
aquifers underneath that we draw our water source from. I am asking fo r this in order to safeguard the healt h of all 
Newton county residents. 

 

 
 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Saturday, October 17, 2020 9:17 PM 
Tong, William 
[SPAM-Sender] Newton county landfill 

 
 

Good day, 
As a resident of newton county I don’t want any injections of liquid waste into the ground. I hate this landfill with a 

passion! 
 

Sent from my iPad 



Tong, William 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information) 
 

 

 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Monday, October 19, 2020 11:04 AM 
Tong, William 
Wp- 16j 

 
 
 

My brother and I on the property  what is this going to do to my property value 
my name is Sent from my iPhone 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 10:29 AM 
Tong, William 
Injection of toxic waste into the earth! 

 
 

I would like to express my great concern about this plan Republic Services have for injecting toxic waste into the ground 
in Newton County. I live 2 miles from this landfill & I can assure you it will get into our wells & water systems! I am 
saying no to the injection of leachate or what ever else the choose to shoot into the earth!! Please put a stop to this!! 



Tong, William 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information) 
 

 

 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:20 AM 
Tong, William 

 
No LEACHATE WELLS AT NEWTON COUNTY LANDFILL 

 
 
 
 

Sent from my iPhone 



Tong, William 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information) 
 

 

 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 11:46 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Indiana Landfill Leachate Disposal 

 
 

To say that I oppose this plan is an understatement. I vehemently oppose it!! Not only is it a threat to Newton County 
but to force dangerous chemicals deep into the earth has to be something that will haunt our nation for years to come. 

 
Geologists surely can't think this is a good or safe plan. We live 2 miles from this huge landfill. It already fouls our air, 
our traffic, our scenery, our roadsides. There has to be a better way of disposing of trash than to make America a 
cesspool for our citizens. 

 
STOP THIS NOW!! 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 12:16 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton county landfill 

 
 

I know nothing about you or what you do for the epa, but I have a question for you. If you had children and lived near 
this site and in a county where they spread literally thousands of tons of cow manure on fields that ultimately finds it 
way to our rivers and streams, would you allow this? Oh let’s also factor in that your drinking water would come from a 
well and guess where that comes from?? Still think it’s a good idea when one of the kids or someone in your house gets 
cancer from the water they drink and bath in? Give them back the bribe money they gave you for this and grow a spine. 
I’ve worked on that site and to the things that get “covered up” is sickening. Last time I checked drainage ditches aren’t 
supposed to build up foam when it rains, and that’s in offsite ditches. Please take a minutes to think this through. 

 
 

Thank you, 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 12:25 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton co landfill leachate 

 
 

Hi, I am a citizen of Newton county and would like to inform you that as a citizen I do not want this leachate injected into 
our ground, for fear of this toxic water damaging our water and environment, I've seen this stuff first hand and the 
thought of injecting so much of this material into our environment is plain disgusting, especially when the current 
system we have in place which is trucking it to waste water treatment plant a to be treated is working and it comes 
down to a greedy company just trying to cut corners and save money. This being said if and when this fails and leaks, do 
you really think that this company which clearly only cares about money will inform anyone? Thanks for your time and I 
hope you will please consider protecting our environment and not allow this companies greed to destroy our county.... 

 
 

 
Get Outlook for Android 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 4:30 PM 
Tong, William 
Brook Landfill 

 

Mr. Tong - 

Clean ground water is especially important to those of us living in rural 
areas. We don't have the filtration systems they have in the cities. It's pretty 
amazing how items work their way up from deep in the earth. Every year 
farmers have to walk their fields and pick up pretty large rocks that were not 
there the year before. Diamonds are another example.  Water can travel 
much easier and if it is contaminated there is no way of knowing without 
regular testing. We Do Not want the Brook Landfill to be allowed to drill wells 
and inject their leachate waste. 

Republic Services has been treating the water remotely for many years. They 
were aware of this need when they opened the landfill. It would appear that 
the request for the leachate wells are only a cost savings methodology for 
them at a potential danger to the ground water system. 

Thank you, 
 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 4:45 PM 
Tong, William 
NO leachate deep wells in Newton County IN 

 
 

Dear Mr Tong, 
 

As a life long resident of Newton county and a resident that lives within 3 miles of the landfill I am definitely opposed to 
any deep wells here at the landfill in Newton county or anywhere for that matter. 

 
Per the paragraph below from an article in our local publication these wells have various issues nationwide. 
A ProPublica review of well records, case histories, and government summaries of more than 220,000 well 
inspections found that structural failures inside injection wells are routine. Over a 3-year period, one well 
integrity violation was issued for every six deep injection wells examined — more than 17,000 violations 
nationally. More than 7,000 wells showed signs that their walls were leaking. Records also showed wells were 
frequently operated in violation of safety regulations and under conditions that greatly increase the risk of fluid 
leakage and the threat of water contamination. 

 
 

I can’t even believe someone thinks this is a good means of disposing of this liquid waste, not just here in 
Newton County but anywhere in the world. Once one of these wells fail and that leachate leaks into the aquifer 
on the way down 1700-5000 feet, the clean safe water that is required to live and maintain life, there’s no 
turning back. We can’t 
 “un-contaminate” it once it’s happened.  

 
 

No deep leachate injection wells in Newton County!! Or as I stated earlier why would we do that anywhere?!! 
 
 

Hoping the EPA and the local leaders do the right thing and reject any and all permits for these type of wells 
injecting that poisonous runoff into our earth and possibly our aquifer here!  

 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 

Get Outlook for iOS 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, October 22, 2020 7:28 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Indiana landfill 

 
 

In 10 to 100 years we are going to find out that most of our groundwater is polluted," said Mario 
Salazar, an engineer who worked for 25 years as a technical expert with the EPA's underground 
injection program in Washington. "A lot of people are going to get sick, and a lot of people may die." 
This was copied from an article that I read about the injection of liquid waste from landfills into the 
ground. The landfill owned by Republic has filed for two permits to be able to do this in Newton 
County Indiana. I am writing to you to oppose this. Please do not give them permits to do this. I am 
afraid that this will destroy our drinking water. You can write me back or set up a community meeting 
with the county commissioners. 

 
 

Thank you, 
 

 

 
Get Outlook for iOS 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, October 23, 2020 1:54 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton County 

 
 

Good afternoon Mr. Tong, 
 

My name is  and although I am not a direct resident of Newton County, I am a resident of Jasper County. In fact, I 
live so close to the county line that I can see the Newton County Landfill from my back yard. I also work  

, which is a small town about 5 miles west of the Newton County Landfill. Most of us have heard the 
news about Republic filing permits to inject liquid waste into the Landfill, and it brings us great concern. We already 
have to deal with the pungent smell of the Landfill, along with the remaining amount of trash that flies out of the trucks 
and is stationary alongside state road 114. Please, please object to this. We are worried about our water supply, seeing 
that everyone in that lives in the country has a well to source our homes. Then that brings up the fact that it will ruin 
peoperty value once things are contaminated. I grew up on a family farm where my Great Grandparents built their home 
and legacy on, which has been handed down to my grandmother, my parents and now‐ myself and my 2 children. I 
would absolutely hate for our land, and other family farms to be ruined from the toxic waste that is being proposed to 
be injected into the landfill. Please consider the health and safety of Newton County residents as well as the ones in 
Jasper County . 

 
Thank You, 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Saturday, October 24, 2020 9:54 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Indiana 

 
 

I live about 4 miles from the Newton County Republic Landfill. I understand they are planning to inject liquid waste into 
the ground. I want to learn more about the risk associated with this project and what the EPA can do to mitigate the risk 
or stop the project completely. 

 
Thank you for your time. 

 
Sent from my iPhone 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Monday, October 26, 2020 2:00 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Landfill Proposal 

 
 

Mr. Tong, 
My name is and I live in (approximately 4.5 miles from the Newton County Landfill) with my 
pregnant wife and one year old daughter. I purchased a house in June of 2019 here in Brook keeping in mind that the 
landfill has a barrier and that our water supply will be protected, clean, and safe. I no longer feel confident that our local 
environment is being protected and that contrary to the EPA's statements on deep injection wells, our drinking water 
source is now in danger of contamination. I have the benefit in this situation of having been employed at the Newton 
County Landfill by a subcontractor from 2016 to 2017. I understand what toxic chemicals and heavy metals are found in 
leachate. I have several questions that I believe our community deserves to have answered for them. How will the wells 
be monitored and violations enforced? According to the website Propublica in their article titled 'Injection Wells: The 
Poison Beneath Us' the author states there have been 17,000 violations for well integrity in these deep injection wells 
just between 2007 and 2010. Why would any local support these permits that Republic Services has filed? If there is a 
leak or fracture in the encasement (assuming it is reported or caught by the EPA) then what action will be taken to fix 
the structural barrier? In 2019 Republic Services grossed $10.3 billion and net income was $1.07 billion. I know these 
deep injection wells will save Republic Services millions of dollars every year and that the EPA has the opinion that 
trucking leachate to wastewater treatment plants is worse for the environment than injection leachate deep into the 
ground. I also know there are alternatives to this proposal by Republic Services and that they have the money to afford 
alternatives. The very least that the people of Newton County deserve is a public hearing on this matter. Our county 
does receive a lot of money from Republic Services in order to bear the burden of Chicago's waste disposal but do we 
also need to risk contimating our water in order to take in Chicago's trash? I can guarantee that there will continue to be 
organization in opposition to this proposal and that we will not give up even if the permits are approved. The fact that 
this was pushed through in the middle of a public health crisis, a few weeks before the presidential election, and without 
sufficient notice to the public is deeply disturbing, however I am not surprised. I pray that the EPA will advocate on 
protecting a rural community's drinking water and environment rather than being on the side of big business that is so 
callously destroying the environment. 
Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns, 
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Tong, William

From: June Miller <junencale2004@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 3:48 PM
To: Tong, William
Subject: permit#: IN-111-7I-0001 and IN-111-1I-0002

Hi William! 
     My name is June Miller. I am the Jackson Township Trustee in Newton County Indiana . I'm sending this 
message in reference to permit # : IN‐111‐7I‐0001 and IN‐111‐1I‐0002. The landfill resides in Jackson 
Township. I have received several phone calls from residents in my Township and none of them agree with this 
permit. I have also received calls from others out of Jackson Township. The county in general does not want 
this to happen. There is a petition with 1,007 signatures. What can we do as a community to stop this ?  Thank 
you  
June Miller 
Jackson Township Trustee 
(219)218‐3558 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, October 29, 2020 10:14 AM 
Tong, William 
Concerning the permit for class I injection wells at the Newton County Landfill 

 
 

To: William Tong, Water Division, EPA Region 5 

I am writing to you concerning Republic Services' plan to install two Class I injection wells at the Newton County Landfill. 
My concern is twofold. First, I am concerned about the potential long‐term ecological and public health effects of the 
wells. Second, I am concerned about the ways that our community has been bypassed in the consideration of these 
wells. 

The Class I injection wells will allow waste to pass through our water supply and be deposited in the earth well below 
the water table. According to the EPA, this type of injection well is deemed relatively safe. However, there are studies 
that show numerous hazards with these kinds of wells. There is at least some potential for ecological damage and 
corruption to our water supply, neither of which can be reversed. 

Though Republic Services owns the landfill, they do not own the water. In the very least, the water beneath our feet is 
the common property of everyone who uses water in this community. Even more, it also belongs to those who will come 
after us; our grandchildren and great grandchildren. It belongs to all creatures who derive life and pleasure from our 
lakes and streams. As a pastor, I cannot fail to mention that I believe this water ultimately belongs to God, who brings 
forth water from the earth to sustain all living things (Psalm 104). 

Perhaps our concern for the ground water is unfounded. Perhaps the installation of these wells poses no real threat to 
our groundwater. Even so, there is still the issue of public trust and societal health. This brings me to my second 
concern. As if often the case, we realize that a small community like ours has very little political voice in matters like this. 
We have neither the population nor the money to oppose large scale operations that might pollute our water, air, or 
soil. Yet, this is our home and we believe we should have a voice. 

It seems that there is no law to prohibit the installation of the wells. Therefore, the only weight this plea carries is an 
ethical one. I am asking that you consider the concerns of the people that live in this community and the potential long 
term ramifications that these wells may have on the land and the people. Republic Services does not have to install 
these wells. Instead, they can continue to use the more expensive refinement process that they are currently using. 
Their profits should not be placed above the concerns we have for our health and land. In the very least, I am asking that 
you give the people of this community a chance to thoroughly review all the potential issues with the Republic’s 
installation of the injection wells, and to have a choice in whether or not the wells can be installed. 

This community is not merely a cheap dumping ground for waste. It is a place where people live and a place that people 
love. In this small community, I often hear people use the phrase, “love where you live,” and this love extends not only 
to the history of our towns but to the very ground beneath our feet. We want the goodness of this place to be available 
for generations to come. 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, October 29, 2020 6:32 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton County, Indiana Landfill 

 
 

Dear Mr. William, 
 

My name is , and I am reaching out to you in regards to the 
construction of two wells being drilled at the Newton county landfill in Brook, Indiana. 
My family, members of my community, and myself are greatly concerned with the 
potential hazards that can come from this. Leachate, also referred to as “garbage juice” 
contains chemicals and hazardous materials such as: Ammonia, Zinc, Lead, Mercury, and 
many other dangerous contaminants. 

 
Until recently, the Newton county landfill has paid millions of dollars annually to 

transport leachate to be filtered, and treated before the liquid is reintroduced back into 
the environment. If the permits are approved to dig it will stop the containment, and 
cleansing process of the leachate, resulting in potential groundwater contamination. 

 
Effects of ground water contamination include: Drinking water quality, loss of water 

supply, degraded surface water systems, high cleanup costs, high costs for alternative 
water supplies, and potential health problems.These issues will not only affect Newton 
county residents, but as well as surrounding counties, farmland, livestock, and wildlife. 

 
I believe that the digging of these wells go against The Safe Drinking Water 

Act (SDWA), The Clean Water Act, The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 
and The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensations, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA). These acts are designed and regulated to ensure protection of all water 
systems, aquifers, groundwater, drinking water, surface water, and as well as treatment, 
storage, and disposal of hazardous wastes. 

 
With that being said, I feel the above acts are not being held to their upmost 

responsibility and are being overlooked. The planning and drilling of these wells are not 
ethical and need to come to an end. The EPA needs to be held responsible for this, and I 
hope they take immediate and effective action towards this matter. I appreciate your 
time, and I hope to hear back from you regarding this matter. 
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Sincerely, 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, October 30, 2020 11:42 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Landfill 

 
 
 

I am reaching out in regards to the Newton County landfill wanting to receive a permit to inject waste into the ground. 
This is absolutely not safe, many people have different depth wells and putting this stuff into the ground is not good for 
our health. This can not be approved. I am nervous for my families health as it is with poor quality water, and by 
approving them to put waste into the ground will make this so much more dangerous. The water tables in the area are 
very shallow and I don’t see how this could ever be approved. Please do not let this happen. 

 
Thank you, 

 
Get Outlook for iOS 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, October 30, 2020 4:43 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Republic Landfill To inject Liquid waste into ground. 

 
 

William Tong, 
 

I am emailing you with concerns on Republic Service plans to install two class 1 injection wells at the Newton County 
Landfill. I am concerned about the potential long term effects these injection wells can have on our water supply. I know 
it states there is a slim chance that material would leak from these injection wells, this means there is still a chance. 

 
I know this affects a small community but this is our home. Our children and grand children’s homes. We would like it to 
be safe to live here without health concerns for many years to come. Please give those of us It will affect a chance to 
have a voice in this decision. 

 
Sent from my iPad 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, October 30, 2020 6:09 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton County landfill 

 
 

Respectfully Sir it is criminal, disrespectful, and shows zero empathy to the citizens of Newton County Indiana , for the 
EPA to even consider allowing the landfill to inject poison any where. You should not forget who you work for and what 
EPA stands for. Environmental Protection Agency, you were hired to protect the environment, not poison it just 
because a corporation is going to write the state a big fat check which we all know there will be under the table 
gratuities to those who pass the ok to poison the citizens of Newton County 

 
sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
Get Outlook for Android 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Saturday, October 31, 2020 12:34 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton county republic landfill comment on liquid waste injection 

 
 

I am a resident that lives very near the landfill, I have to deal with all the semi traffic that tears up our road and the noise 
!!,not to mention the smell and also the garbage that blows in my yard and the ever growing eyesore that it is and now I 
have to worry about my well water even more!!! 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Monday, November 2, 2020 3:35 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Landfill 

 
 

Sir, 
 

Please under NO circumstances allow Newton County landfill to injection liquid waste into the ground. Do not approve 
their request for permit. 

 
PLEASE!!! 
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Tong, William

From: Krissy Wright <kweiss@brook.lib.in.us>
Sent: Tuesday, November 3, 2020 8:50 AM
To: Tong, William
Subject: Republic Services Brook Indiana

Mr. Tong, 
 
As a lifelong resident of Brook and a current community leader, I ask that you please stop Republic Services’ quest of 
underground injection wells. I stand with my community members in opposition to this potentially hazardous project. 
Our community has worked with and made sacrifices for the landfill, and this is one that should not have to be made. 
Residents should be able to feel safe using their well water. Farmers shouldn’t have to fear for the quality of their land. 
Republic Services should be listening to the people in their community; the people that welcomed them and have 
considered them community partners. This isn’t wanted. It isn’t welcomed. It is creating a lot of fear and anxiety among 
the community members.  
 
As the public librarian, I get regular requests as to how people can help stop this. When we explain that emails are 
welcomed, a lot of our residents don’t utilize or have access to email. Please know that there is much more opposition 
to this project than what you are hearing about, although I am sure you are hearing a large amount.  
 
Please help us protect our home and our peace of mind. 
 
Best, 
 

Kristine Wright 
Director 
Brook Iroquois Washington Public Library 
100 W Main St Brook, IN 47922 
219‐275‐2471 

 
 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, November 5, 2020 8:58 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton co landfill 

 
 
 
 

Sent from my iPhone 
I think it is a very bad idea to install two deep injection wells at newton county landfill. Please stop this. 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, November 6, 2020 9:25 AM 
Tong, William 
IN-111-1I-0001 and IN-111-1I-0002 

 
 

My husband and I with our 2 sons just moved to the Newton county area. We have an older house which has a well. This 
is very concerning to us. We already have to pay $100/ month to filter our water to still not be able to drink it (high 
sulfur levels). Say this passes and the deepwell fails what happens to our water? How far from the deepwell will water 
be affected? What would happen to the water if it does fail? Yes we don't drink our water already but we obviously use 
it to bathe. My 2 year old and 7 month old will drink it while playing in the tub. How often do these wells fail? How many 
have been done before and of the ones already done how many have failed? 

 
Looking forward to answers, 

 



Tong, William 
 

This document has been partially redacted under FOIA Exemption 6 (Personally Identifiable Information)  

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Saturday, November 7, 2020 12:59 PM 
Tong, William 
Republic Services seeking to inject liquid waste from Newton County Landfill into the ground 

 
 

Dear Mr. Tong: 
 

I must register my overwhelming concern over the proposed plans of Republic Services involving their liquid waste 
products and their intention to pump said waste into the ground in the region on our water aquifer. These permits must 
be denied by you and the EPA. I can't imagine how these wells can be said to be safe, especially over a period of time. 
ProPublica review of well records, case histories and government summaries show that these types of wells routinely 
fail. Water is our most important resource, without which there would be no life ‐ I ask that you summarily deny 
Republic's permit request. 

 
Thank you for your time, 
Warmly, 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Monday, November 9, 2020 10:33 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Indiana landfill wells 

 
 

To whom it may concern, 
Please do not let this happen, not only for the residents of this county but for everyone. Our water should not be 
polluted while landfills make large sums of money , they have been supposibly paying to have this wastewater hauled 
away and treated In my opinion they should continue to do so , so what if they have to spend a large sum of money 
which cuts into their profits ,it's better than risking probable health to humans. 
How will anyone monitor what they inject in those wells? What about in the future when people possibly get sick from 
this long after the landfill is closed? 
I again beg you to NOT let this happen. 
Thank you 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Monday, November 9, 2020 1:04 PM 
Tong, William 
Landfill permits 

 
 

These permits should not be allowed. We do not no what the long term effects are gonna be to our environment. Our 
water sources can be polluted. It will effect crops animals and any peoples living close enough to the landfill. Please 
help our community and not allow this too happen. Thank you Loren Burress 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

 
Monday, November 9, 2020 9:02 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton County (IN) Landfill/Republic Services 
landfill.docx 

 
 

Dear Mr. Tong, 
I am attaching a letter concerning our local landfill, owned/operated by Republic Services. 

Please take a moment to hear out our concerns. 

Thank you, 
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November 2, 2020 
 
 

Dear Mr. William Tong, 

We are writing you today to express our utter disgust and disappointment in the current 
situation with Republic Services in Newton County, Indiana. My family and I live approximately  

 and have recently learned of the plan for Republic Services to inject 
landfill leachate as well as possible other wastes into an underground source. Whether this is safe or 
not, it is not acceptable to those of us that live around the area, as well as the residents of Newton 
County and surrounding areas. According to the news article by the Newton County Enterprise from 
10/15/2020, the landfill does not have to have county permission to go ahead with this project that 
could potentially compromise our drinking water more so than it already is. The news article states that 
according to “A ProPublica review of well records, case histories, and government summaries of more 
than 220,000 well inspections found that structural failures inside injection wells are routine. Over a 3‐ 
year period, one well integrity violation was issued for every six deep injection wells examined ‐‐ more 
than 17,000 violations nationally. More than 7,000 wells showed signs that their walls were leaking. 
Records also showed wells were frequently operated in violation of safety regulations and under 
conditions that greatly increase the risk of fluid leakage and the threat of water contamination.” Any 
other farm or agriculture operation that would try anything similar would be shamed publicly and their 
thought of continuing with something of this nature would be brought to a screeching halt in a moments 
notice. Continuing to allow something like this to happen is unacceptable. 

We moved to our residence in 2014 to raise our family as well as our small flock of high dollar 
show lambs that our children show around the state. Shortly after we moved in in 2014, the Newton 
County Landfill paid for our well water to be tested and the test came back with the highest number of 
possible contaminants and was unsafe for drinking.  This was a huge disappointment as we were 
assured when we purchased this home that it had been tested in 2009 and the water was safe to drink. 
We understand the concerns of drinking water from a well, instead of water that is filtered and has 
chemicals added to it as you might have within a town or city. We are not only concerned about the 
safety of our water for ourselves, but also for our animals. The chemicals that are to be injected into the 
injection well are currently ran through lots of filtration and tests to take out the chemicals (ammonia, 
zinc, lead, mercury, other heavy metals, etc). This tells me that they are not safe to be consumed, let 
alone injected into the earth in any form. The possibility of leakage out of the deep is actually very 
possible, therefore throughout the next unknown number of years, this will not only effect the drinking 
water in the local area, but it will leak out into the neighboring communities costing them more money 
to treat their water to make it safe for their communities, as well as effect our crop production and 
safety of the water that not only our animals drink but the surrounding farms within our local 
community. 

Our plan, as a family, was to make Morocco our home. My husband works a full‐time 
job and I am a homemaker and stay at home with our child who will eventually be attending our local 
school district. Injecting this “garbage juice” into the ground could have a lasting impact on not only 
each individual family and farm, ours included, but also the local government. Something of this nature 
could have a negative impact on the housing market in this area. It is already hard enough to sell land 
and homes in the Newton County Landfill area, but then to think about something like a ‘non toxic 
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waste’ being injected into the ground would make the area much less appealing to future home buyers 
and sellers. If property values decrease, property tax values decrease which takes away valuable money 
from the local government. This in turn also takes away from the money from the local school districts 
and our educational values decrease. 

My point here is that there is absolutely no way that injecting this ‘garbage juice’ could not be 
harmful to our earth as well as the local communities, no matter how far the landfill and its decision 
makers choose to inject the leachate into the ground. This will have an ongoing and long‐term effect on 
not only the residents that occupy the homes/residences around the Newton County Landfill immediate 
vicinity, but as well as the government and local communities. This is something that needs to be 
terminated immediately. 

 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
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Tong, William 
 
 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tuesday, November 10, 2020 9:03 PM 
Tong, William 
Opposed to Injection Wells at Republ ic Services, Newton County Indiana 

 
 

Hello Mr. William Tong, 
 

I am an Newton County, Indiana resident and would like to express my concern and opposition to Republic Services 
installing Injection Wells at their Newton County Indiana landfill site. 

 
I am extremely concerned about the water contamination that will likely occur as a result and the many wells that will be 
affected. Please, please, do not permit Republic Services to install and operate injection wells. 

 
Please let me know if you need this correspondence in written and mailed form, rather than an email. 

 

From: 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Wednesday, November 11, 2020 11:26 AM 
Tong, William 
Ieachate @ Newton County Republic landfill 

 
 

Dear Mr Tong: I am a resident and landowner in Jackson Twp too close to landfill and am very worried about 
Leachate being stored in deep wells. Why doesn't land fill dig deep wells where it comes from and store it there. It is 
bad enough we have Chicagos garbage now let cities keep this crap to themselves I worry how future generation can 
even stay on Farm here because of water and soil contamination because of landfill. Thank you for your time. 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Wednesday, November 11, 2020 7:33 PM 
Tong, William 
IN-111-11-0001 (Well No.IW-I) & IN-111-11-0002 (Well No 2 IW 2) 

 
 

Dear Mr. Tong, 
 

I am one of many concerned citizens in Newton County Indiana that opposes the installation of the two 
injection wells at the site of the Republic Services Newton County Landfill. My home is less than three miles 
from these proposed wells and from what I have researched about them over the past few weeks, they pose a 
serious danger of contamination to our local water supply and the water supply in a very large surrounding 
area as the aquifers this is going to pass through are large and run to two area rivers. Everyone in this area 
relies on well water for human consumption and farming operations, whether it be via a private well like I do, 
or through city water that also comes from wells. To quote a few of the experts cited in the article by 
Propublica. "Injection Wells: The Poison Beneath Us" "But in interviews, several key experts acknowledged 
that the idea that injection is safe rests on science that has not kept pace with reality, and on oversight that 
doesn't always work. 
This is just one of the many articles I have read. I have found multiple instances of failures of these wells 
leading to contamination, some from misuse, others from poor installation, and others yet from lack of 
understanding of area geology that couldn't handle them. I have also found many cases of injection wells 
leading to an increase of earthquakes in the area. The community around these wells deserves a say in this. We 
also deserve answers to many of our questions such as who did the study of our area geology and hydrogeology 
to guarantee it can even handle this? Who is going to be overseeing this? From what I read in the permits it 
looked like Republic has to do certain tests and keep different records but who is responsible for ensuring these 
records are not falsified? Are surprise visits going to be done to ensure there is no misuse, as this has been 
raised as a huge concern from those who work there and see how they operate and how little oversight IDEM 
currently provides. Who is being hired to drill this well and how do we research their track record? Who is 
benefiting from this financially other than Republic? Who will be testing our wells and aquifers and how often? 
Will they be offering this service to us for free? Who is going to buy our properties and payoff our mortgages if 
our water does get contaminated? Why can't a billion dollar company like Republic find another viable 
alternative, or continue doing what they are doing? Is adding to their already multi billion dollar profits more 
important than the health of this community? We hope that your office will rethink these permits, but at the 
very least we deserve a community hearing and answers. 

 
Thank You 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, November 12, 2020 9:25 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton Co injection wells complaint/concern 

 

Hello Mr. Tong, 
I am in Indiana state soil scientist as well as a concerned citizen of Newton 
County. It is my hope that you will consider denying access to Republic 
services for their planned injection wells. As a soil scientist I know how 
dangerous this can be as our water tables in this county are naturally very 
high. In my professional opinion this will affect groundwater negatively 
for future generations to come. As you probably know our county exist in 
what used to be an old lake bed which means our water table is much 
higher than other counties due to being at a naturally lower elevation. 
Although these wells are deep it’s not impossible for contamination to 
happen and not a risk we want to take with so many small children in the 
county. I am very concerned about the effect this will have on our county if 
this is approved. Our county citizens did not have a say in this matter, they 
went above our heads and have planned this without our consent. I have 
two small children under the age of three and I worry about their futures 
and the cleanliness of their drinking water for generations to come. I ask 
you to consider if this was your family would you feel safe with this 
injection well so close to home? I hope you consider my professional 
opinion and also the opinion of a concerned parent and citizen. This is the 
The future of not only our county, but the individuals that live in our 
county. What is the most upsetting is the lack of transparency that 
republic services has treated us with. And not giving us an option, Which 
is the most disturbing part. Please do not let this company go above our 
citizens approval and do what they want. I hope and pray that you can 
stand up for us and stop this. Is there anything that we can do to stop this 
from happening? I am not the only one in the county that is extremely 
concerned about this. Do you have any suggestions going forward about 
how to stop republic services from putting in these injection wells? Thank 
you so much for hearing my concerns and taking questions. 
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Have a great day, 
if you have any suggestions/questions 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, November 12, 2020 12:44 PM 
Tong, William 
Leachate, Republic Services 

 
 

William Tong November 12, 2020 

EPA Region 5 Water Division 

Newton County Landfill 
 

This email is to voice my disapproval of the EPA approving Republic Services building any injection wells. It is also 
intended to disapprove the injection of any substances into the ground, regardless of the proposed depth, and to 
disapprove of the disposal of supposed non‐hazardous liquid waste from the landfill into the ground at any depth. The 
EPA in my opinion is not trustworthy enough to maintain the vigilance needed to not only guarantee the depth is 
accurate, but also to analyze and prove the substances injected are in fact non‐hazardous. 
The EPA says itself there SHOULD be no environmental impact, but they do not know for certain. Once the injection is 
done, there is no way to get it back and the damage would be done. 

 
, resident Washington Twp. Newton County, Indiana. 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, November 12, 2020 5:57 PM 
Tong, William 
Republic Services proposed deep well 

 
 

I am a resident of Newton County living in Morocco Indiana. I am very concerned about the proposed deep well knowing 
what kind of materials are in the landfill it is very disturbing to me to think of those fluids being injected deep into the 
underground. I am very much against the proposal. 

 
Thank you for your time, 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Thursday, November 12, 2020 6:47 PM 
Tong, William 
Republic Services Injection Wells 

 
 

Mr Tong 
 

We are asking that Republic Services be denied their request for injection wells in Newton County Indiana. 
 

Should there be a failure in managing these deep wells, we are worried about groundwater contamination which can 
have detrimental effects. 

 
Newton County is a mostly rural farming community. Many of the residents have private wells and we are one of them. 
We count on the EPA to help us protect our ground water. 

 
Thank you for your part in helping us keep our drinking water safe for generations to come. 

 

 
Sent from my iPad 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, November 13, 2020 11:47 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton County 

 
 

Hello, This is of Newton Co., I live about 3 straight miles from the landfill and my son lives 1 mile from it. I 
am asking you to PLEASE deny "Republic" on their request for their "deep injection wells".The residents around the 
landfill have been subjected to so much already! The smell in the air, the visual of having to look at it daily, the endless 
trash that blows out and now the water quality. PLEASE give us a break, i'm begging you! The Commissioners and/or 
whoever approved of this idea, do not live anywhere near the landfill. It's so easy for them to approve, they don't 
have to drink the water. We already have to be subjected to all the Dairy cows, chicken and pig manure that is injected 
into the ground around here. How much more do we have to take? I understand that this will be far down into the 
ground under the water line, but there's no way that this can be safe, even with all the precautions that would be in 
place. In closing, please be on the side with the residents of Newton Co. Thank You for your time, 

 

 

Virus-free. www.avg.com 
 
 
 
 

M  
m  



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Friday, November 13, 2020 1:27 PM 
Tong, William 
Republic Services in Newton County 

 
 

Please do not approve Permit IN‐111‐1l‐0001 and IN‐111‐1L‐002. Theses are permits for 2 deep wells in Newton County 
Indiana. They produce @ 200,000 plus gallons of lEachate a day, many days more than that. With that quantity of fluids 
going into the ground every day something is bound to go wrong. I know that the Leachate has been partially been 
treated but there is still some Mercury, Hexvalent, Chrome and other heavy metals left in the liquid. If the truck expense 
is the issue then they need to put up a treatment plant so they can treat it themselves. At least when you have an issue 
on the earth surface it's easier to catch and fix. But when your talking 5000 ft. Deep or more, many things can and will 
sooner or later go wrong. You have to remember that they will be treating Leachate for many years to come. They have 
issues trying to treat it now. With pipes breaking or plugging, pumps leaking. To many Health and Safety issues for 
humanity now and into the future. 
Thank You for your time, (Please deny the Permits) 

Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail on Android 



Tong, William 
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From: 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Saturday, November 14, 2020 10:01 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Landfill 

 
 

Sir, 
 

I am a resident of Morocco, Indiana and live on a farm about  
 in Newton County. We are very nervous about the prospect of your agency granting Republic the 

necessary permits to inject leachate into the ground. The majority of residents in this area have their own 
wells for drinking water for themselves and their livestock. My wells are both in the neighborhood of 350 feet 
deep. Our water does not come from a water tower or treatment plant where it is regularly tested. We live 
here, work here and raise our nation's food supply here. The prospect of our water supply being endangered, 
not only threatens our health, it threatens our property values and our livelihoods. 

 
Below you can see that I have attached a link to a ProPublica.org article that discusses injection wells and your 
agency's role regarding their operation. The more striking things I took away from the article were the 
suggestions that "structural failures inside injection wells are routine" and injection wells "are frequently 
operated in violation of safety regulations". I have first‐hand knowledge of the operation of the Newton 
County landfill and have grave concerns about Republic's ability to safely operate and maintain these types of 
structures. Furthermore, I have concerns about the lack of oversight when it comes to Republic Services 
protecting its bottom line over and above safety and maintenance requirements. 

 
My request is, at best, your agency deny these permits or at least require public hearings so that Republic can 
be held accountable to its neighbors in the true spirit of the Good Neighbor Agreement they entered into with 
the county some 20 plus years ago when they first came to our county. 

 

 
 

Sent: Saturday, November 14, 2020 9:15 AM 
To: 
Subject: Injection Wells: The Poison Beneath Us 

 
I thought you might enjoy this article from ProPublica: https://www.propublica.org/article/injection‐wells‐the‐poison‐ 
beneath‐us 

 
 

Sent from my iPhone 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Saturday, November 14, 2020 12:00 PM 
Tong, William 
Proposed Class 1 permits IN-111-1I-0001 and IN-111-1I-0002 

 
 

The Newton County Landfill is a danger on the surface of the earth and this will make it a danger to the inner 
earth. Landfills leak and these wells will eventually leak. Guaranteed!! 
The system to convert leachate to water may be expensive but Republic is making plenty of money off of trash. 
Another concern is the ad in the local papers for workers for this project. No experience is necessary?? Who is doing 

this work? Surely it needs to be someone who knows what they are doing. Our water is in jeopardy as it is with the 
dairies in our neighborhood. Our water supply disappeared and we had to drill a new well. The taste of our water 
changes from time to time to the point that we buy drinking water. And it is NOT a sulfur taste because we both lived 
with sulfur water for many years before moving here. 

 
Sincerely, 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Saturday, November 14, 2020 5:46 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Landfill 

 
 

Please see that your agency denies the permits to drill deep wells and inject leachate into the ground. I can see the 
landfill from my home and my farm. Our water supply and soil fertility is what has allowed us to continue to provide 
corn, soybeans, and beef on this ground for over 100 years. I farm two Centennial Farms within three miles of the 
Newton County Landfill. It would be a shame if Republic Services stockholders are to benefit at the expense of those 
that have lived here, and cared for the ground for over 100 years. 

 

 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Sunday, November 15, 2020 11:17 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Landfill 

 
 

Mr. Tong, 
I live near the Newton County Landfill and strongly object to Republic Services being allowed to inject landfill waste into 
the ground. Republic Services only care about corporate profits, NOT being environmentally safe. Our water 
supply comes from private wells not a city water tower that can be monitored regularly. I have read articles discussing 
failures of these types of wells all over the country and would ask you and your agency to protect our water supply as 
you have been tasked in doing so. 
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Tong, William

From: designgraphics <designgraphics@netnitco.net>
Sent: Sunday, November 15, 2020 12:38 PM
To: Tong, William
Subject: deep injection wells

Dear Mr. Tong, 
I am writing this email as the coordinator of the Newton County Child Protection Team.  I have been a member for many 
years and was appointed by Newton County Superior Judge, Robert Smart.  Upon the passing of the coordinator, I was 
elected to fill that position, which I have proudly held for many years.  I take my role of protector of all Newton County 
children very seriously.  Therefore, I would like to express my deep concern for the future health of the children all 
around Newton County. 
Having lived more than seventy years, I am not gullible enough to believe the radio comments from Republic when they 
say that they are people who care about us!  Just take a look at the mountain of Chicago's trash that they have brought 
in!  This is a money issue for them. 
Please think seriously about the health of our children being jeopardized with the leaking of these injection wells.  
Would you want your children and grandchildren exposed to deep injection wells? 
Thank you. 
Linda Drinski 
Coordinator 
Newton County Child Protection Team 
 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Sunday, November 15, 2020 12:57 PM 
Tong, William 
concern over deep injection wells 

 
 

Dear Mr. Tong, 
My husband and I are very much opposed to these underground injection permits being granted for Republic in Newton 
County. We were both born and raised in Newton County. We could not have chosen a better place to grow up. Our 
children and several of our grandchildren also grew up here. This has been a very healthy place to live. 
Forty five years ago we started our own business here in Newton County. 
The business is still here and will stay as long as we are able to keep it going. 

 
Republic is saying that this will greatly reduce the number of semis on our county roads. That's a lie because the large 
number of semis are bringing the trash in. The number of semis hauling leachate out to Kankakee, IL or to Gary, IN for 
treatment is much smaller. 

 
Currently, our well water is excellent! It is some of the best in the county. We don't need a softener or any other 
treatment and we want to keep it that way. 
We know that by drilling these injection wells, our health here in Newton County will be in danger. These injections are 
not fool proof. 
It is documented that there have been failures where the stuff that they are drilling in, comes bubbling up through the 
ground. Common sense tells us that anything with that power is not healthy for human beings to have near their water 
supply and the ground where the food is grown! 

 
Please reject these permits so our county stays healthy for all little grandchildren and great grandchildren living here 
now and those in the future! 
Thank you from two proud Newton County citizens! 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Monday, November 16, 2020 7:42 AM 
Tong, William 
Fwd: Newton County Landfill injection wells 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To: "tong william" <_tong.william@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 7:37:19 AM 
Subject: Newton County Landfill injection wells 

 
We are adamantly opposed to the proposed installation of two deep 
injection wells at the Newton County Landfill in Indiana. We are 
Brook, Indiana citizens and do not want to have our water supply 
and grounds poisoned by the liquid waste that would be injected 
into the ground. We feel that this is all being done without the 
consideration of our health and well being. This is our HOME.  Not 
a dumping ground for poison. Please, please reconsider.  There 
are so many things in the world today to worry about, we don't want 
or need another. Thank you. 

 
Brook, Indiana, Newton County, Indiana life long citizens. 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Monday, November 16, 2020 10:18 AM 
Tong, William 
Newton county IN injection wells 

 
 

Dear Mr. Tong, 
 

I am one of many concerned citizens in Newton County Indiana that opposes the installation of the two injection 
wells at the site of the Republic Services Newton County Landfill. My home is less than three miles from these proposed 
wells and from what I have researched about them over the past few weeks, they pose a serious danger of 
contamination to our local water supply and the water supply in a very large surrounding area as the aquifers this is 
going to pass through are large and run to two area rivers. Everyone in this area relies on well water for human 
consumption and farming operations, whether it be via a private well like I do, or through city water that also comes 
from wells. To quote a few of the experts cited in the article by Propublica. "Injection Wells: The Poison Beneath Us" 
"But in interviews, several key experts acknowledged that the idea that injection is safe rests on science that has not 
kept pace with reality, and on oversight that doesn't always work. 

 
 

This is just one of the many articles I have read. I have found multiple instances of failures of these wells leading 
to contamination, some from misuse, others from poor installation, and others yet from lack of understanding of area 
geology that couldn't handle them. I have also found many cases of injection wells leading to an increase of earthquakes 
in the area. The community around these wells deserves a say in this. We also deserve answers to many of our questions 
such as who did the study of our area geology and hydrogeology to guarantee it can even handle this? Who is going to 
be overseeing this? From what I read in the permits it looked like Republic has to do certain tests and keep different 
records but who is responsible for ensuring these records are not falsified? Are surprise visits going to be done to ensure 
there is no misuse, as this has been raised as a huge concern from those who work there and see how they operate and 
how little oversight IDEM currently provides. Who is being hired to drill this well and how do we research their track 
record? Who is benefiting from this financially other than Republic? Who will be testing our wells and aquifers and how 
often? Will they be offering this service to us for free? Who is going to buy our properties and payoff our mortgages if 
our water does get contaminated? Why can't a billion dollar company like Republic find another viable alternative, or 
continue doing what they are doing? Is adding to their already multi billion dollar profits more important than the health 
of this community? We hope that your office will rethink these permits, but at the very least we deserve a community 
hearing and answers. 

 
Thank You, 

 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

 
Monday, November 16, 2020 3:40 PM 
Tong, William 
petition_signatures_jobs_25284414_20201116213046.pdf 
petition_signatures_jobs_25284414_20201116213046.pdf 

 
 

See attached. 
 



 

 

 
 

Recipient: Environmental Protection Agency 

 
Letter: Greetings, 

 
Do not approve Class 1 Permit #: IN-111-1I-0001 and IN-111-1I-0002 





















































































































Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Monday, November 16, 2020 4:56 PM 
Tong, William 
Fw: Injection wells in newton county 

 
 
 
 
 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone 
 

Begin forwarded message: 
 

On Sunday, November 15, 2020, 2:21 PM, wrote: 
 

As concerned citizens in newton county and after doing extensive research we do not feel these plans 
are in the best interest of our homes and community. 
This is not something we want here. The lack of transparency as well as facts of what will happen to our 
god given rights to clean water. Who is going to pay for clean up when these fail and infect our wells? 
Who is going to pay for the testing of our wells and who is going to absorb all the costs as in May other 
areas they have destroyed so much.? We the people have the right to be heard, we are a constitutional 
republic. It is unacceptable to ram this down our throats with no community feedback! We pay taxes 
here and we have rights under the clean drinking water act! Money and greed and kickbacks should not 
come first... would you like this in your back yard? 
Thank you for your time 

Morocco Indiana 

 
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

 
Monday, November 16, 2020 4:59 PM 
Tong, William 

 
Newton Co. Landfill Class I Pemits | IN-111-1I-0001 & 0002 

 
 

November 16, 2020 
 

William Tong 
Water Division (WP‐16J) 
EPA Region 5 
77 W. Jackson 
Chicago, IL 60604‐3590 

 
RE: Republic Services Injection Wells, Newton County (IN) Landfill. Public Notice: Proposed Class I Pemits IN‐111‐1I‐0001, 
IN‐111‐1I‐0002 

 
Dear Mr. Tong: 

 
As a new business and property manager in Newton County, we are very concerned about permitting which would 
authorize the disposal of “non‐hazardous” liquid waste from landfill leachate, landfill gas condensate, well maintenance 
and testing fluids, and stormwater runoff generated at the Newton County Landfill facility into an area underground our 
communities' underground source of drinking water. From research, we are aware of issues with deepwell injections in 
Michigan and Florida; for example, studies on the cumulative effects of contamination on aquifers. 

 
We support a public hearing scheduled by EPA. Our residents deserve more information and the right to oppose actions 
which have deleterious environmental and health effects on our drinking water, protected lands, fishing, agricultural 
practices, and overall quality of life. 

 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

| 
 

This message may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify 
the sender and delete the message. 

e: 



Tong, William 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

 
Monday, November 16, 2020 5:18 PM 
Tong, William 
Newton County Indiana Leachate Injection Wells 

 
 

William, 
 

We already have a landfill in Newton County. Why would we want to incur double jeopardy by placing another type of 
garbage disposal in our county. 

 
We are landowners, homeowners, and farmers within 2 miles of the landfill. It is possible that the Madrid Fault Line 
could cause an earthquake sometime. What if that changed something in our underground geography? How can we be 
100% certain that this wouldn't happen? 

 
Isn't it bad enough that the landfill has the potential to poison our drinking water from above the ground?...so why 
would we want to potentially poison our water from below the ground as well. 

 
We feel that this could only be a detriment to our future land use in Newton county, a detriment to our future land 
values in Newton County, and a detriment to all future residents of Newton County. We see no reason to take the risk 
of making the county a potentially lesser place for our children and grandchildren to grow and thrive in. 

 
Thank you for this consideration. 

 

 




